
Celebrating its 50th anniversary of 
being established in the Cayman 
Islands, the local history of McAlpine 

Limited is intertwined with the modern his-
tory of Cayman.

The company’s record of accomplish-
ments is, in essence, a recitation of the 
most important buildings, projects, and 
landmarks in the country.

The global group of companies, which 
itself is marking its 150th anniversary, was 
founded by Sir Robert McAlpine in the 
United Kingdom in 1869, with the first con-
tract being for the repair of a mine chimney 
for a modest £2.45. Today the Sir Robert 
McAlpine group boasts a turnover of more 
than $1 billion per year.

Incorporated in Cayman on April 
20, 1970, the first contract undertaken 
by McAlpine locally was the Legislative 
Assembly Building for the Cayman Islands 
Government. The project began in July 
1971, and the Legislative Assembly Building 
continues to serve as Cayman’s parliamen-
tary headquarters to this day.

LoCAL And  
InTeRnATIonAL ReSoURCeS
In the past five decades, McAlpine has con-
structed many of Cayman’s most well-known 
buildings, for the public and private sectors, 
and in the process has built a reputation for 
quality construction.

Locally, McAlpine employs nearly 100 
people, including engineers, project man-
agers, quantity surveyors, tradesmen, semi- 
and unskilled labourers. McAlpine under-

takes vast portions of building projects with 
its own resources contrary to the global 
trend where contractors will subcontract the 
entire scope of works.

The company’s ability to combine the 
strengths of its local and expatriate work-
forces gives it considerable advantages over 
international contractors. While McAlpine 
operates primarily in Cayman as a General 
Contractor, the company offers a variety 
of other services, including design Build 
Contractor, Construction Management 
Contractor, and Concrete Subcontractor.

LAndMARK pRoJeCTS
Some of the most prominent projects on 
which McAlpine served as General Contractor 
include the AALL/diamonds International 
Building, government’s Glass House, 
Harquail Theatre, Cayman Islands Hospital, 
multiple office buildings in Cricket Square, 
62 Forum Lane at Camana Bay, Walkers 
Building, and, most recently, the owen 
Roberts International Airport expansion. 

As design Builder, McAlpine completed 
the new Government Administration Building 
on elgin Avenue in 2011. This remains the sin-
gle-largest construction contract ever awarded 
by the Cayman Islands Government.

As Construction Management Contractor, 
McAlpine led a team of local firms to 
rescue the government’s troubled Clifton 
Hunter High School project. After the 
foreign-based General Contractor was 
dismissed from the project, the Cayman 
Construction Management Ltd. group — 
comprising McAlpine, deCCo Ltd. and 

Arch & Godfrey (Cayman) Ltd. — stepped 
in and collaborated successfully to complete 
the high school project for the beginning of 
the 2012-2013 academic year.

In addition to the numerous building 
projects, McAlpine has played a significant 
role in developing the infrastructure of 
Grand Cayman over the last 50 years. The 
most notable project, perhaps, was the Cargo 
port, completed in 1977 in Hog Sty Bay.

on many of McAlpine’s commercial 
office projects, the company also under-
takes office fit-outs for the tenants, including 
major international financial services firms. 
over the years, McAlpine has delivered some 
of the most complex and advanced fit-outs 
in Cayman, with innovations such as the 
introduction of Cat 6 cabling to the island, 
full raised access floors, underfloor air access 
floors, and full Led office lighting.

In the tradition of founder Sir Robert 
McAlpine, affectionately known as “Concrete 
Bob,” the company maintains an expertise 
in constructing storm- and earthquake-resis-
tant concrete frame buildings. In addition to 
its own buildings, McAlpine has acted as con-
crete frame subcontractor on a number of 
other major projects, most significantly the 
Kimpton Seafire Resort, completed in 2016.

pRoMoTInG CAyMAnIAnS
Aside from excellence in construction, 
McAlpine has developed a reputation as the 
local leader in hiring, training, and promot-
ing Caymanians in the construction industry 
—  a priority established by the local firm’s 
first Managing director Henry propper.

McAlpine was the first local contrac-
tor to send Caymanians overseas to learn 
carpentry, quantity surveying, engineering, 
and other skills. The company can demon-
strate a record of training and promoting 
Caymanians to the highest levels of its orga-
nization: Former Managing director Ian 
pairaudeau was hired by McAlpine in 1988, 
then worked for McAlpine’s parent company 
in the U.K., and finally, in 2006, was named 
Managing director of McAlpine in Cayman 
and Regional Manager for the Caribbean.

The current General Manager Richard 
noel is committed to grooming a Caymanian 
to fill his position within the next few years.

Boasting a distinguished record of qual-
ity work completed on time and on budget, 
McAlpine remains the premier contractor 
for developers in Cayman. With a highly 
trained staff, access to resources, and, above 
all, local experience, McAlpine can offer its 
clients sensible, no-nonsense advice about 
specific projects and lead clients in the right 
direction to achieve their goals. ♥

Celebrating 50 years as  
the Cayman islands’ leading ContraCtor

mCalpine limited
general ContraCtor

legislative assembly building (1971)

Court house (1973)

aall / diamonds international 
building (1974)

CibC building  
on edward street (1975)

glass house (1976)

lime tree bay Condominiums (1977)

grand pavilion (1981)

plantana Condominiums (1982)

the retreat at rum point (1984)

british ameriCan Centre (1984)

harquail theatre (1986)

george town Fire station (1988)

Jose’s rubis (1989)

great house Condos (1991)

britannia Condos (1991)

queensgate house (1993)

ghhs teChniCal bloCk (1994)

north side CiviC Centre (1995)

First Caribbean bank building (1996)

elizabethan square (1996)

savannah primary (1996)

Community College library (1997)

Cayman islands hospital (1998)

ubs/muFg building (1999)

Century yard at  
CriCket square (2001)

on the bay Condos (2001)

britCay house (2001)

royal bank oF Canada building (2001)

harbour plaCe (2002)

industrial park esso (2002)

Citrus grove (2003)

62 Forum lane at Camana bay (2007)

boundary hall at  
CriCket square (2007)

Cayman motor museum (2009)

walkers building (2011)

willow house at  
CriCket square (2012)

gtps expansion (2012)

ritz-Carlton renovations (2014)

Jghs gymnasium (2017)

phase ii oF the owen roberts 
international airport (2019)

design builder
ugland house (1999)

bank oF butterField building (2007)

government  
administration building (2011)

six building at CriCket square (2019)

ConCrete Frame 
subContraCtor

appleby oFFiCe building (2013)

oCeana Condo (2013)

18 Forum lane (2015)

kimpton seaFire resort (2016)

CuC phase 5 (2016)

1 nexus way (2017)

inFrastruCture 
proJeCts
Cargo port (1977)

Fuel pipeline From JaCkson point  
to CuC and the airport (1989)

west bay road  
sidewalks (1990)

south tender  
terminal (1993)

Cayman shores/dart  
seawall (2002)

seawater  
desalination plant (2002)

Camana bay  
town Center utilities (2007)

CuC Cooling pipeline (2015)

Owen Roberts International Airport expansion

Cricket Square

Ugland Buildings

The first contract undertaken by McAlpine locally  
was the Legislative Assembly Building for the  

Cayman Islands Government.
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